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To L.A.

“Look at that rock cliff, Boon” 

said Sam. 

“I think I see bones in the cliff.”

It was noon in the wild 

bad lands. 

Sam and Boon were looking 

for fossil bones.

The fossil bones were from 

animals that lived in the bad 

lands long, long ago.

bad lands

cliff
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Boon looked with his 

zoom lens. 

“I see a tooth…maybe it is 

a jaw,” said Boon. 

“I will shoot a photo.” 

Just then, Sam got a call on her cell. 

When she hung up, she said, “The jaw 

will have to wait, Boon. We are going 

to Los Angeles.”

Sam and Boon got on a plane 

and fl ew to Los Angeles. 

Boon was in a bad mood. 

He did not like leaving the 

bad lands.

He did not like leaving the fossil jaw behind.

tooth?

L.A.
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“I hope you have tools and boots with 

you,” said Sam. 

“No, I did not pack my boots!” said Boon. 

“I walk in mud to fi nd fossils in 

the bad lands.

But we are going to a city. What will I need boots for?” 

boots

“You will need boots to walk in oozing 

tar,” Sam told him.

“You mean like black, sticky tar 

on a road?” 

tar

“No, I mean big pits full of tar. 

It bubbles up from the ground.”

“Tar pits in a city?” he asked.

“Yes,” said Sam. “There are tar pits 

full of fossils.”
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Day 1 Classwork

Word List 1

Green Words

noon behind

oozing mood

tooth mean

wild tools

Red Words

leaving tar

fossil

Review ________  ________  _______  ________  _______

Word Work
I wiggled the loose _____________ in my mouth.

Team Talk Questions
1. What does Boon see in his zoom lens?

________________________________________________________________________

2. Why are Sam and Boon going to L.A.?

Dictation

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



Day 1 Homework

1
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   Day 1 Homework

Word List 1

Green Words

noon behind

oozing mood

tooth mean

wild tools

Red Words

leaving tar

fossil

Practice reading “To L.A.” Have someone initial in a box each 
time you read the passage correctly and smoothly. 

Practice reading the words in Word List 1. 
Have someone initial in a circle each time you 
read all the words on the list correctly. 

Play Quick Erase. Change one letter at a time to make a new word.

noon ______________ ______________ ______________

3

2
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Boon and Sam landed in L.A. 

They got a cab and zoomed into 

the city to the tar pits.

They pulled up, and Boon saw 

an animal in the tar pit. 

“Wait!” yelled Boon. 

“How could that be? 

Those animals have not been 

around for thousands of years!” 
tar pits

= 2 =

The Tar Pits

Sam kind of hid her face. 

Then she cracked up.

“That is not a real animal, 

Boon. It is fake.”
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“Whew!” said Boon. 

“My mind was doing back fl ips.”

Sam pointed to a building. “Let’s cruise in there. 

That is the place to fi nd Dr. Wild.” 

They went inside. 

There was a big room with many 

fossil bones. 

The fossils were from the tar pits. 

They saw a big cat from 40,000 

years ago. 

It was from the time of the Ice Age.

fossil bones

Long tooth cat bites ground sloth.

long tooth cat

Each long tooth could bite 

into hard skin. 

The big cat could stab into 

a ground sloth’s neck.
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Boon pointed to wolf bones. 

“Wow! Did they fi nd those wolf 

fossils in the tar pits?”

“Yes,” said Sam. 

“They fi nd many kinds 

of animals here. 

ground sloth bones

wolf fossils

mastodon and child

There are fossil bones of 

long tooth cats, 

wolves, 

camels, 

ground sloths, 

and mastodons too.” 
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Review  

Word Work I can’t _____________my blue shirt!

Team Talk Questions
1. What was in the big room?

________________________________________________________________________

2. What kinds of fossil bones have been found in the tar pits?

Dictation

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Day 2 Classwork

Word List 2

Green Words

zoomed fi nd

kind child

cruise too

room mind

Red Words

thousands age

could

-ind -ild -all -alk
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Practice reading the words in Word List 2. 
Have someone initial in a circle each time you 
read all the words on lists 1 and 2 correctly. 

Day 2 Homework

Practice reading “The Tar Pits.” Have someone initial in a box 
each time you read the passage correctly and smoothly. 

Play Quick Erase. Change one letter at a time to make a new word.

kind ______________ ______________ ______________

3

2

1
Word List 1 Word List 2

Green Words Green Words

noon behind zoomed fi nd

oozing mood kind child

tooth mean cruise too

wild tools room mind

Red Words Red Words

leaving tar thousands age

fossil could
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Just then, they saw a man in a blue suit. 

He waved at them. 

It was Dr. Wild.

“Hi, Sam,” he said. 

“I am glad to see you so soon.” 

“Hi, Dr. Wild,” said Sam. 

“This is Boon. He hunts fossils too.”

Sam and Boon looked at the 

bones of a mastodon.

“Look at the size of that shin 

bone!” said Boon. 

“Mastadons were big animals,” said Sam.

The coin next to it shows how big the leg bone is.

mastodon leg bone

= 3 =

40,000 Years Old

coin

Dr. Wild
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“Dr. Wild,” said Boon. “How did 

the tar pits get here?” 

“There is crude oil under the 

ground,” said Dr. Wild.

“It seeps up from cracks. 

When the oil dries out, tar is left.” oil seeps up

Boon asked, “Why are there so many 

animal bones in the tar pits?” 

“When it is mild, the tar gets hot. 

It gets like goo,” said Dr. Wild.

“But then it rains. 

Water is on top of the tar.”

“Oh, I see,” said Boon. 

“The animals go to get a drink 

of water and fall in. 

Then they get stuck in the tar.”
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“Yes,” said Dr. Wild. “Then meat 

eating animals like cats and wolves 

see the stuck animal. 

They jump on it and get stuck too.”

wolf

“The animals die. 

“Their bones sink in the tar pits,” 

said Sam.

“Yes,” said Dr. Wild. 

“Thousands of years pass. 

Then we dig in the tar and fi nd them.”fossil rock
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Review 

Word Work 

blind  _____________  ______________  ____________

Team Talk Questions
1. How is tar made?

________________________________________________________________________

2. How do animals get stuck in the tar?

Dictation

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Word List 3

Green Words

suit fruit

soon stuck

size choose

mild juice

Red Words

wolves mark

bird star

Day 3 Classwork

oo ui I used a spoon to stir the juice.

I am in a bad mood.

She has a big bruise.



Day 1 Homework

1
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Word List 1 Word List 2 Word List 3

Green Words Green Words Green Words

noon behind zoomed fi nd suit fruit

oozing mood kind child soon stuck

tooth mean cruise too size choose

wild tools room mind mild juice

Red Words Red Words Red Words

leaving tar thousands age wolves mark

fossil could bird star

Day 3 Homework

Practice reading “40,000 Years Ago.” Have someone initial in 
a box each time you read the passage correctly and smoothly. 

Practice reading the words in Word List 3. 
Have someone initial in a circle each time you 
read all the words on lists 1, 2, and 3 correctly. 

Fill in the blank. Choose the word from Word List 3 that makes the most sense 
in the sentence. Write it in the blank.

1. We have to go ______________, so pack your bag.

2. I like to drink grape ______________.

3. Some pins were ______________ into Lew’s suit.

2

3
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Odd Fossil

“I see it is the wing bone from 

a bird,” she said. 

“A big, big bird.”

“What kind of bird?” asked Boon.

“Let me show you the odd 

fossil,” said Dr. Wild.

Sam looked at the fossil bone. 

She looked at its shape.

She saw that it was hollow.

“This is a bird with wings 12 feet 

wide,” said Sam. 

“It is a bird that could eat a small 

animal in one bite.”

fossil bone

bird’s wing



 The Reading Edge: Unit 10 | Student Edition 17

“We fi nd many bones from this kind of bird in the tar,” 

said Dr. Wild.

“But this bone has a mark. 

What is this mark?” he asked. 

Sam looked at the bone close up. 

“It is a tooth mark,” said Sam.

“I think this bird was stuck in the tar, 

and an animal tried to eat it.” 

“I think the animal was a wolf.

The mark could have been from 

a wolf ’s tooth like this one.”

“Thanks, Sam,” said Dr. Wild. 

“I’m glad to fi nd out.” wolf’s tooth

Boon and Sam left the tar pits. 

“I could snooze at the hotel,” said Boon, 

“but then I would miss the rest of L.A.”

“Let’s cruise around,” said Sam.



18  © 2007 Success for All Foundation

 Day 4 Classwork

Word Work 

boot  __________________  _________________  ___________________

Team Talk Questions

1. What is the odd fossil?

________________________________________________________________________

2. What made the mark on the bone?

Dictation

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Word List 1 Word List 2 Word List 3

Green Words Green Words Green Words

noon behind zoomed fi nd suit fruit

oozing mood kind child soon stuck

tooth mean cruise too size choose

wild tools room mind mild juice

Red Words Red Words Red Words

leaving tar thousands age wolves mark

fossil could bird star
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Day 4 Homework

Practice reading “Odd Fossil.” Have someone initial in a box 
each time you read the passage correctly and smoothly. 

Practice reading the words in Word Lists 1, 2, and 3. 
Have someone initial in a circle each time you 
read all the words on lists 1, 2, and 3 correctly. 

Choose a picture from the reading. Write a sentence about the picture using one 
or more of the words from your word lists.

________________________________________________________________________

2

3

Word List 1 Word List 2 Word List 3

Green Words Green Words Green Words

noon behind zoomed fi nd suit fruit

oozing mood kind child soon stuck

tooth mean cruise too size choose

wild tools room mind mild juice

Red Words Red Words Red Words

leaving tar thousands age wolves mark

fossil could bird star

1
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Boon and Sam visited the Walk of Fame. 

They found stars in the side walk with 

names on them. 

“Look,” said Sam. “Here is a star 

for Tom Cruise.”

= 5 =

Walk of Fame

“Here is a star for Chris Rock,” 

said Boon. 

“Over here is one for Whoopi 

Goldberg too.” 

“Oh, look,” said Sam. “Here is the 

star I like best.”

Walk of Fame

star
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Sam and Boon saw a band playing 

on the street. 

The guys in the band hoped to be big 

stars one day. 

They hoped to have stars on the Walk 

of Fame. 

“Let’s stop and get a drink,” said Sam. 

They stopped at a side walk stand 

that sold fruit juice.

fruit juice

a band

“We have 20 kinds of fruit juice,” said the man.

“You have 20 kinds! How do I choose?” 

Boon scratched his chin.

“You could get what I get,” said Sam. 

“I will have peach juice.”

“No, I’ll have the red punch,” said Boon. 

“It has all kinds of fruit in it.”
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Sam and Boon walked up the street. 

They saw a bunch of people all 

looking at the side walk.

“Are there stars here too?” 

asked Boon.

“No, I see hand prints in the sidewalk. 

They are the hand prints and foot prints of stars.”

“Here are the prints of a star,” said Boon. 

He stooped down and put 

his hand in the hand print. 

“This guy has big hands.” 
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Review

Word Work

Choose a picture from the reading. Write a sentence about the picture using a word 
from the word lists.

________________________________________________________________________

Team Talk Questions

1. What names did Sam and Boon fi nd on the sidewalk?

2. Where do Sam and Boon stop to get a drink?

________________________________________________________________________

Dictation

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Day 5 Classwork

Word List 1 Word List 2 Word List 3

Green Words Green Words Green Words

noon behind zoomed fi nd suit fruit

oozing mood kind child soon stuck

tooth mean cruise too size choose

wild tools room mind mild juice

Red Words Red Words Red Words

leaving tar thousands age wolves mark

fossil could bird star

talk wish walk skip park
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Day 5 Homework

Practice reading “Walk of Fame.” Have someone initial in a 
box each time you read the passage correctly and smoothly. 

Choose a picture from the reading. Write a sentence about the picture using 
two words from your word lists.

________________________________________________________________________

3

2

Practice spelling the words in Word Lists 1, 2, and 3. 
Have someone initial in a circle each time you 
spell all the words on lists 1, 2, and 3 correctly. 1

Word List 1 Word List 2 Word List 3

Green Words Green Words Green Words

noon behind zoomed fi nd suit fruit

oozing mood kind child soon stuck

tooth mean cruise too size choose

wild tools room mind mild juice

Red Words Red Words Red Words

leaving tar thousands age wolves mark

fossil could bird star
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Key Cards

ui oo ild

ind



 
 An Adolescent Literacy Program

This teacher edition is part of the Reading Edge, 

a comprehensive literacy program that arms 

students with the skills and strategies they need to 

read, understand, and learn from a wide variety of 

content-area texts.

The mission of the Success for All Foundation is to 

develop and disseminate research-proven educational 

programs to ensure that all students, from all 

backgrounds, achieve at the highest academic levels.

These programs were originally developed at 

Johns Hopkins University.
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