A Writing Kind of Day: Poems for Young Poets

Name:____________________________

Test

Comprehension Questions

Read pages 30-32 of A Writing Kind of Day, and answer the following questions.

1. One possible theme of the poem “Bill of Sale” is that things aren’t always as they should be.  What evidence from the poem supports this theme?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How does the author most likely feel about poetry according to his poem “Poetry Stands”?  Support your answer.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Which of the following is an example of alliteration?
a. “When everyone else sits, poetry stands.”
b. “As if the word swam back to where it all began”

c. “best beware”

d. “She skims over frozen lakes like the faintest handwriting.”

4. The speaker in the poem “Poem Fossil” compares poems with—
a. Nasty alligators

b. Extinct animals

c. Gigantic fish

d. Mythical creatures

5. What is a simile in the poem “Bedroom Ocean”?  What does the author want readers to imagine by using this simile?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. One possible theme of the poem “A Writing Kind of Night” is that poetry is everywhere.  What evidence from the poem supports this theme?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A Writing Kind of Day: Poems for Young Poets
Word Power
Skill Questions

Write the base word, ending, and definition for each of the following words.



Base






Word
ending
definition

1. caves

_______
_____
____________________








____________________








____________________

2. dusted

_______
_____
____________________








____________________








____________________

3. followed

_______
_____
____________________








____________________








____________________

4. mailed

_______
_____
____________________








____________________








____________________

Building Meaning

	disoriented
	warped
	trampled
	infiltrating

	fragments
	glistened
	pelted
	extinct


5. Write a meaningful sentence for the word extinct.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. The remaining ________________ of the fire were blown all over the campsite.
7. The pan was warped very badly, so the cookies looked strange.  Warped means--
a. Straight
b. Bent

c. Narrow

d. wide

8. The ants _____________ our picnic are very big and nasty-looking!
9. Our team was disoriented after being blindfolded.  Disoriented means--
a. Winning
b. Losing

c. Focused

d. confused

10. Jennifer’s jewelry _______________ as she moved in the bright sunlight.
11.  Everyone pelted Johnny with water balloons at his birthday party.  Pelted means—
a. Hit

b. Chased

c. Squeezed

d. brought

12.  The ________________ cookies on the floor were quickly eaten by our dog..
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