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 Day:  1
Team Talk

1. How does the warden feel about the deal Stanley and Zero have made with each other? Support your answer.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Which of the following describes Mr. Pendanski in today’s reading?
a. cruel

b. fair

c. honest

d. afraid

3.  In today’s reading, how does the setting affect the characters in the story? (Write On)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What language does the author use to support the mood of hopelessness and desperation in today’s reading?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Team Talk







Day 2:
1. The pool of water that Stanley thinks he sees is actually a mirage caused by—
a. the rain

b. the sand

c. the heat

d. the holes

2. Whose boat does Stanley find in the desert? How can you tell?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What language does the author use to support the mood of hopelessness and desperation in today’s reading?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. In today’s reading, how does the setting affect Stanley? (Write On)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Skill Practice
1. Read each sentence. Which of the underlines words give a more negative connotation? Explain why an author might use the word with the more negative connotation.
Kyle looked cautiously around the corner.

Kyle looked fearfully around the corner.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Building Meaning

	feeble
	examined
	refuge
	mysterious

	clutched
	exhausted
	comprehend
	gratefully


2. Choose a word from the vocabulary list, and write a meaningful sentence for that word.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The pitcher clutched the baseball behind his back before he threw it. Clutched means—
a. dropped

b. held

c. obeyed

d. followed
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Day:  3
1. Optimists are people who always look in the bright side of things. Is Zero an optimist? Support your answer.
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What worries Stanley the most about dying?
_______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What does Zero do to keep his mind off of his stomach pains?
a. He spells words.

b. He sings songs.

c. He asks questions.

d. He draws maps.

4.  In today’s reading, how does the setting affect Zero? (Write On)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Skill Practice
1. Read each sentence. Which of the underlines words give a more negative connotation? Explain why an author might use the word with the more negative connotation.

Chris was curious about the neighbors.
Nosy Chris watched the neighbors.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Building Meaning

	feeble
	examined
	refuge
	mysterious

	clutched
	exhausted
	comprehend
	gratefully


2. Choose a word from the vocabulary list, and write a meaningful sentence for that word.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Choose the word that best fits in the blank.

Sarah knew she’d soon find_________________ from the burning hot sun when she saw the shady forest ahead of her on the bike path.
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Day: 4
1. In today’s reading, how does the setting affect the characters in the story? (Write On)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How does Mrs. Tennyson feel about Sam? How can you tell?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Who actually stole Clyde Livingston’s sneakers?
a. Zigzag

b. W-Ray

c. Zero

d. Squid

4.  What language does the author use to support the mood of hope and encouragement in today’s reading?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Skill Practice
3. Read each sentence. Which of the underlines words give a more negative connotation? Explain why an author might use the word with the more negative connotation.

Jenny sipped her lemonade.
Jenny slurped her lemonade.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Building Meaning

	feeble
	examined
	refuge
	mysterious

	clutched
	exhausted
	comprehend
	gratefully


2. Choose a word from the vocabulary list, and write a meaningful sentence for that word.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The confusing directions were too difficult to comprehend. Comprehend means—
a. understand
b. maintain
c. create
d. exercise
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