If You Traveled west in a Covered Wagon/Cycle 1
Name:____________________________

Test

Test passage

Read the test passage, and complete a graphic organizer.  Then reread the passage, and add more ideas to your organizer.

In the 1600s, the Dutch East India Company wanted to find a faster way to get to the Pacific Ocean. They hired the navigator Henry Hudson.  They wanted him to find what they called the Northeast Passage.  They gave him and his crew a ship.  The ship was called the Half Moon.  They sailed from Amsterdam in April 1609.

Hudson found ice in the Arctic.  He changed his plan and turned west.  He landed on the coast of what we now call Maine.  Then, he and his crew continued south along the coast.  Hudson decided he would not find a way to the Pacific Ocean that way and turned north.

Here he found what we now call the Hudson River.  He turned his attention to traveling the river that is now named after him.  Hudson claimed the land around the river for the Netherlands.  It would turn out to be the best fur-trading region in North America.  We call this area New York.

In October 1609, he and his crew on the Half Moon left the newly discovered river for England.
Sources:  Scholastic Hudson River Maritime Museum (http://www.hrmm.org/halfmoon/)
(http://www.halfmoon.mus.ny.us)
Comprehension Questions

Use your graphic organizer to answer the following questions.

1. What is the topic of this text?  How do you know?

_________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What is the intent of the author?

a. To compare Henry Hudson’s discovery to Christopher Columbus’s discovery
b. To teach the reader about navigation in the 1600s

c. To compare the Northeast Passage to the Oregon Trail

d. To teach the reader about Henry Hudson’s discovery of the Hudson River and New York

3. Number the following events in the order in which they occurred.
____
Then, Hudson continued south along the coast and decided he would not find a passage to the pacific that way.

___
Hudson claimed the land around the river for the Netherlands.

___
Hudson found ice in the Arctic, so he turned west.

What sequence words help you put these events in order? Explain.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Summarize the text using information from your graphic organizer.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Word Power
Skill Questions
Write a synonym for each of the following words.

1.  scrape


_________________

2.  blizzard

_________________

3. repairing

_________________

4.  ship


_________________

Building Meaning

	elected
	especially
	arrived
	necessary

	exhaustion
	opposite
	discovered
	bounced


5. Write a meaningful sentence for the word exhaustion
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. I ordered a special book form the library and it ___________ just in time for me to read and write my essay.
7. I discovered how I really felt about heights when I stood on top of the building and looked down.  Discovered means--
a. Feared
b. Realized

c. Remembered

d. Enjoyed 

8. The president of the United States is _____________ when citizens vote.
9. The strawberry I picked in the field was especially large compared to the other strawberries.  Especially means—

a. Exceptionally

b. Enormously

c. Fortunately

d. immediately

10. The last time we gave my little brother sugar he______________ around the room for an hour.
11. The weather over the weekend was the opposite of what I thought it would be.  Opposite means—

a. Reverse

b. Same

c. Difficult

d. exceptional

12.  Brakes are _____________ for a car to stop safely.
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