Investigating Your Backyard
Name:____________________________

Test

Test passage

Read the test passage, and complete a graphic organizer.  Then reread the passage, and add more ideas to your organizer.

Earth and Mars are both planets.  Earth is the third planet from the sun.  Mars is the fourth.  Earth can certainly support life.  There is oxygen and plant life.  That’s not true for Mars.  There is no air or plant life.  But, like Earth, Mars might have water on it.  People aren’t quite sure.  One day we’ll find out, hopefully.  Will people ever walk on Mars?  Nobody knows for sure.

Comprehension Questions

Use your graphic organizer to answer the following questions.  

1. What is the topic of this text?  How do you know?

The topic of this text is ____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________I know this because the text_________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What is the intent of the author?

a. To compare and contrast Earth and Mars

b. To show why Earth is better than Mars

c. To show why Mars is better than Earth

d. To figure out how to take people to Mars

How do you know?

I know because _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Tell one way Earth and Mars are alike and one way that they are different.

One way the Earth and Mars are alike ________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________One way they are different is ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  Summarize the text using information from your graphic organizer.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Investigating Your Backyard
Word Power
Skill Questions

Draw a triangle above the diphthong in the word
1.  outside

2.  coiled

3.  counts

4.  boiling

Building Meaning

	peeked
	studies
	depend
	moist

	produce
	fascinated
	types
	report


5. Write a meaningful sentence for the word studies.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. We turned on the radio to hear the weatherman ________________ the weather.

8. Clouds sometimes produce rain.  Produce means--

a. Show

b. Keep

c. Make

d. have

9. The boy peeked into the cookie jar when no one else was around.  Peeked means—

a. Jumped around

b. Looked quickly

c. Finished slowly

d. Ate carefully

10. I was __________________ by the storyteller’s amazing story.

11. Nuyala knew she could depend on her best friends to listen when she needed to talk.  Depend means—

a. Hope

b. Meet

c. Rely

d. cry

11. There are many different ______________ of dogs to choose from at the animal shelter.

12. The rain made the grass too moist to play football.  Moist means—

a. Dry 

b. Dirty

c. Hard

d. Damp 
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