Two Cultures Meet
Name:_______________________

Test
Read the test passage, and complete a graphic organizer. Then reread the passage, and add more ideas to your organizer.

Two Continents Linked

North America and South America are two continents in the western half of our planet. They are linked together, but separated by a canal. There are many different languages spoken on both continents. The
three main languages are English, Spanish, and French.

North America is bordered by the Atlantic and the Pacific oceans. It is made up of more than twenty countries. Many of these countries are small islands. However, Greenland is the largest island in the world. Canada, Mexico, and the United States are the largest countries in North America. North America also consists of territories. Some are ruled by countries on other continents. For example, Bermuda is
an island in North America, but it is ruled by Great Britain. The continent also has an amazing mountain range. The Rocky Mountains is a mountain range that stretches through Canada and the United States.
North America also has prairies, rainforests, and deserts.

South America is a continent that is surrounded by water. Twelve countries make up South America. Brazil is the largest country. Brazil is the only country in South America that does not speak Spanish.
There are also territories. The Falkland Islands are ruled by Great Britain, yet they are part of South America. The Andes Mountains is a long mountain range in South America. The Andes stretch nearly the whole way from the north to the south of the continent. They travel through seven countries. Aside from mountain ranges, South America also has rainforests, prairies, and deserts.

Sources: Worldatlas (http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/sa.htm,
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/na.htm)
Destination 360 (http://www.destination360.com/south-america/peru/andes)


Comprehension Questions
Use your graphic organizer to answer the following questions.
1. What is the topic of this text? How do you know?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the intent of the author?
a. to persuade
b. to convince
c. to inform
d. to entertain

How do you know?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




3. What is the land like in North America? Compare and contrast this with the land in South America.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Summarize the text using information from your graphic organizer.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________















Two Cultures Meet

Word Power

Skill Questions

Write a synonym for each word below.

1. ragged 			______________

2. result 			______________

3. plug 			______________

4. peace			______________

Building Meaning
	conquer
	empire
	plantations
	wealthy

	trampled
	traffic
	looted
	practical



5. Write a meaningful sentence for the word conquer.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. During buffalo hunts, hunters were careful to be sure they weren’t ___________ by the beasts.




7. After the horse, many Native American tribes who never saw each other before were finally able to traffic goods with each other. Traffic means—
a. treat.
b. trap.
c. tremble.
d. trade.

8. Some ___________ people live in huge houses with pools and tennis courts in the backyard.

9. It is not very practical to wear a heavy jacket and gloves during warm weather. Practical means—
a. sensible.
b. possible.
c. foolish.
d. careful.

10. The winning warriors often ___________ the camps of their enemies after the battle was over.

11. The ancient Egyptian ___________ lasted for several thousand years.

12. The settlers grew their cash crops on plantations. Plantations means—
a. rooftops.
b. small homes.
c. large farms.
d. wooded lots.
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