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Strategy Use
The Random Reporter:

Team Talk (oral and written)
The Random Reporter:

100
gives a 90-pt. response and 
explains how using the strategy 
helped in better understanding 
the text.

100
gives a 90-pt. response and  
connects the answer to the 
supporting evidence and uses 
academic language.

90
gives an 80-pt. response and  
describes a problem and a strategy 
that was used to solve the problem.

90
gives an 80-pt. response and includes 
supporting evidence and examples 
(from the text or from experience).

80 identifies a problem that a team 
member had understanding the text. 80 uses full sentences to clearly and 

correctly answer the question. 

Word Power
The Random Reporter:

Fluency
The Random Reporter:

100

gives a 90-pt. response and expands on 
the meaning, for example, identifies
• related words
• a second meaning
• a word connotation
• an antonym

100
gives a 90-pt. response and  
reads smoothly and with expression 
(shows emotion and changes with 
punctuation and dialogue).

90
gives an 80-pt. response and 
explains the meaning in a definition 
and a meaningful sentence.

90
gives an 80-pt. response and  
reads at just the right pace to 
understand the text—not too slow 
and not too fast.

80
tells a word or phrase added to the 
word power journal and why it was 
added (what makes it important 
or interesting).

80 reads a short passage and pronounces 
most of the words correctly.

Summary 
The Random Reporter:

Graphic Organizer/Notes 
The Random Reporter:

100 gives a 90-pt. response and  
uses key vocabulary correctly. 100

gives a 90-pt. response and 
explains how the graphic organizer 
helped in understanding the text.

90
gives an 80-pt. response and  
clearly connects relevant ideas in a 
logical order.

90
gives an 80-pt. response and 
includes main points or events and 
important details.

80
presents main ideas and important 
details in his or her own words and 
without personal opinion.

80 selects a graphic organizer that is 
appropriate for the text.

Only a 100-point response  
earns a team point!The Lightning Round
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Unit Objectives

Writing: Choose and quote words, phrases, and dialogue from the text to 
support your point.

Reading (Cycle 1): Analyze character development and its impact on plot or 
theme across several works.

Reading (Cycle 2): Analyze the author’s use of word choice and its impact on 
meaning and tone across several works.

For this unit, you will need:

• Student edition

• Copy of The Works of Edgar Allan Poe, Volumes II and V

• A few sticky notes for marking passages

• A notebook for taking notes on your reading and for writing answers to the 
Team Talk questions

• A word power journal (marble composition book)

• Read and Respond form

Question Codes

[DC]
Make inferences; interpret data; 
draw conclusions. [AA] Analyze an argument.

[SA]
Support an answer; cite 
supporting evidence. [AP]

Identify author’s intent 
or purpose.

[MI]
Identify the main idea that is  
stated or implied. [RE]

Analyze relationships (ideas, story 
elements, text structures).

[CV] Clarify vocabulary. [AC] Author’s craft; literary devices

Literary 
Connections
The Works of 
Edgar Allan Poe, 
Volumes II and V 
(Digital Version)
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Literary Connections Cycle 1

Reading Objective
Analyze character development and its impact on plot or theme across 
several works.

The Big Question
What is guilt? How does guilt make you feel?

Reading
“The Tell-Tale Heart,” paragraph 4 to the end of the story

Team Talk Questions
1. What conflicts does the narrator have in the story? Use support from the text 

to explain. (Write) [AC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric) 

2. What motivates the narrator to confess to the police? [RE, DC, SA] 
(Team Talk rubric)

3. Whom do you think the narrator’s audience might be, and where could he 
be telling his tale? Why? Support your answer with evidence from the text. 
[DC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

4. Identify a theme of “The Tell-Tale Heart.” Support your answer with 
information from the text. [DC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

Read and Respond
Read from your selection for at least twenty minutes each day. Note the page 
numbers that you read on the Read and Respond form. During the cycle, you 
will answer the questions on the form. Your answers will be the basis of the 
homework-reading evaluation that you will present at the end of the cycle.

Bring your Read and Respond form to class each day. Your teacher will spot-check 
forms throughout the cycle.

Cycle 1: 

Lesson 1
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Literary Connections Cycle 1

Reading Objective
Analyze character development and its impact on plot or theme across 
several works.

Reading
The Cask of Amontillado,” paragraph 38 (beginning with “Here I knocked off the 
neck of a bottle...”) to the end of the story

Team Talk Questions
1. Montresor tells Fortunato that the motto on his family’s coat of arms is “nemo 

me impune lacessit,” a Latin phrase that means no one attacks me unpunished. 
How does this phrase motivate Montresor’s actions and shape his interactions 
with Fortunato in the text? (Write) [AC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric) 

2. How do Fortunato’s actions and traits move the plot of the story forward and 
ultimately lead to his downfall? Explain, using support from the text. [RE, SA] 
(Team Talk rubric)

3. What details in the story might lead the reader to conclude that this type of 
event has occurred before in the Montresor family vaults? Support your answer 
with details from the text. [RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

4. The story ends with the Latin phrase “In pace requiescat,” which means 
may he rest in peace. Do you think Fortunato will rest in peace? Explain. 
Why do you think Poe would end the story with this phrase? [AC, DC, RE] 
(Team Talk rubric)

5. What is a synonym for sagacity? What is an antonym for sagacity? [CV]

Read and Respond
Continue to read your selection for at least twenty minutes. Note the page 
numbers that you read on the Read and Respond form. Be sure to bring your 
Read and Respond form to class each day. Your teacher will spot-check forms 
throughout the cycle.

Cycle 1: 

Lesson 2
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Literary Connections Cycle 1

Word Pronunciation Definition Sample Sentence

dissimulation
(noun)
“The Tell-
Tale Heart,” 
paragraph 3

dis-sim-u-la-tion
(dih-sim-yuh-LEY-shuhn)

act of hiding under 
false appearances

The spy used dissimulation to get 
information about the rival country’s 
military defenses.

vexed
(verb)
“The Tell-
Tale Heart,” 
paragraph 3

vexed
(vekst)

irritated, annoyed My little brother had vexed me long 
enough, so I told him to go find someone 
else to bother.

sagacity
(noun)
“The Tell-
Tale Heart,” 
paragraph 4

sa-gac-i-ty
(suh-GAS-i-tee)

wisdom My grandmother told me that her sagacity 
had earned her a spot on the school board, 
since they respected her knowledge and 
experience as an educator and parent.

suppositions
(noun)
“The Tell-
Tale Heart,” 
paragraph 7

sup-po-si-tions
(suhp-uh-ZISH-uhns)

beliefs or 
assumptions

My teacher told us that we would identify 
and analyze our suppositions on federal 
laws and then decide which laws to rewrite 
for our projects.

deputed
(verb)
“The Tell-
Tale Heart,” 
paragraph 14

de-pu-ted
(duh-PYOO-ted)

assigned or 
appointed a 
job or function

The police have been deputed to the 
accident scene to take witness reports of 
the incident.

reposed
(verb)
“The Tell-
Tale Heart,” 
paragraph 15

re-posed
(ree-POHZd)

rested or lay After school, I reposed on the couch and 
watched TV before starting on 
my homework.

gesticulations
(noun)
“The Tell-
Tale Heart,” 
paragraph 17

ge-stic-u-la-tions
(je-stik-yoo-LEY-shuhns)

animated or 
excited gestures 
and movements

My best friend was so excited that she 
couldn’t talk, and had to use gesticulations 
to tell me to go outside and see her 
new puppy. 

inquisition
(noun)
“The Pit 
and the 
Pendulum,” 
paragraph 12

in-qui-si-tion
(in-kwuh-ZISH-uhn)

severe questioning When my friend was late getting home, 
his father held an inquisition about where 
he had been. 
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Literary Connections Cycle 1

Reading Objective
Analyze character development and its impact on plot or theme across 
several works.

Reading
“The Pit and the Pendulum” 2–8 (ending with “...and sleep soon overtook me as 
I lay.”)

Team Talk Questions
1. How is the narrator’s experience in today’s reading different from the 

narrators’ experiences in “The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Cask of Amontillado”? 
Support your answer with information from the text. (Write) [AC, RE, SA] 
(Team Talk rubric) 

2. What does the narrator mean by the conclusion that “mine was not, at least, 
the most hideous of fates”? Explain, using support from the text. [RE, DC, SA] 
(Team Talk rubric)

3. What is the narrator’s conflict in the story, and how does this conflict help to 
drive the plot? Use evidence from the text to support your answer. [RE, DC, SA] 
(Team Talk rubric)

4. What do you predict a theme of this story will be? Why? [RE, DC, SA] 
(Team Talk rubric)

5. What word from the vocabulary list belongs in the blank? How do you know? [CV]

When I lost my voice at the football game, I had to rely on using ________ to 
communicate with my friends.

Read and Respond
Continue to read your selection for at least twenty minutes. On the Read and 
Respond form, note the page numbers that you read. Be sure to bring your 
Read and Respond form to class each day. Your teacher will spot-check forms 
throughout the cycle.

Cycle 1: 

Lesson 3
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Literary Connections Cycle 1

Reading Objective
Analyze character development and its impact on plot or theme across 
several works.

Reading
“The Pit and the Pendulum” paragraph 13 (beginning with “Shaking in every 
limb...”)–27 (ending with “...even in the dungeons of the Inquisition.”)

Team Talk Questions
1. How has the narrator’s “personal condition” changed, and how does this 

change of circumstances help to advance the plot? Support your answer with 
information from the text. (Write) [AC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric) 

2. How does the narrator know that the inquisitors are observing him? Use 
support from the text in your answer. [RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

3. What propels the narrator to shrink back, away from the pendulum? Support 
your answer with information from the text. [RE, DC, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

4. Identify a theme from the text. What details from the text support this theme? 
[RE, DC, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

5. Choose a word from the vocabulary list, and write a meaningful sentence using 
the word correctly. [CV]

Read and Respond
Continue to read your selection for at least twenty minutes. On the Read and 
Respond form, note the page numbers that you read. Be sure to bring your 
Read and Respond form to class each day. Your teacher will spot-check forms 
throughout the cycle.

Cycle 1: 

Lesson 4
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Literary Connections Cycle 1

Writing Objective
Choose and quote words, phrases, and dialogue from the text to support 
your point.

Writing Prompt
Reflect back on the narrators in the three Edgar Allan Poe works that we have 
read. Choose one of the narrators, and answer the following:

What is the motivation of this narrator, how do his actions and words support this 
motivation, and how are the motivations developed over the course of the text? 
Be sure to support your answer by choosing and quoting words, phrases, and 
dialogue from the text.

Writer’s Guides 

Writing to Support a Claim with Reasons

Ideas
•  Clearly state a position (claim) and include good reasons that 

support that position.

Organization

•  Begin by stating a position (claim).

•  In the middle, tell supporting reasons.

• End with a closing statement.

Style
•  Use words and phrases that help the audience see how the reasons 

are related to the claim.

Mechanics •  Use correct punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar.

Writing to Inform or Explain

Ideas
• Clearly introduce the topic.

•  Develop the topic with relevant details.

Organization

• Begin by introducing the topic.

•  In the middle, provide facts, examples, or events that help a reader 
understand the information.

•  End with a closing statement that supports the information.

Style

•  Use words and phrases that help a reader understand how the facts 
or events are related.

•  Include details or examples that help a reader make a mind movie.

Mechanics •  Use correct punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar.

Writing a Literary Response

Ideas

•  Make a clear point about an aspect of the literary work such as 
characters, setting, plot, theme, style.

•  Support your point with evidence from the text.

Organization

•  Begin by making a clear point about an aspect of the literary work.

•  In the middle, support your point with examples and evidence from  
the text.

•  End with a closing statement.

Style
•  Choose and quote words, phrases, and dialogue from the text to 

support your point. 

Mechanics •  Use correct punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar.

Read and Respond
Continue to read your selection for at least twenty minutes. On the Read and 
Respond form, note the page numbers that you read. Be sure to bring your 
Read and Respond form to class each day. Your teacher will spot-check forms 
throughout the cycle.

Cycle 1: 

Lesson 5
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Literary Connections Cycle 1

Reading Objective
Analyze character development and its impact on plot or theme across 
several works.

Writing Objective
Choose and quote words, phrases, and dialogue from the text to support 
your point.

Read and Respond
Continue to read your selection for at least twenty minutes. On the Read 
and Respond form, note the page numbers that you read. Bring your 
homework-reading selection and Read and Respond form to the next reading 
class. You will prepare a presentation about your homework reading.

Reading Objective
Analyze character development and its impact on plot or theme across 
several works.

Read and Respond Questions

1. 
Is your selection informational or literature? Summarize your reading. 
(summary rubric)

2.
Why did you choose this reading? What is your purpose for reading?  
(Team Talk rubric)

3.
Choose a word, phrase, or passage that you did not understand at first.  
How did you figure it out? (strategy-use rubric)

4.
Write down a question that you had or a prediction that you made as you read. 
Were you able to answer or confirm it? Explain. (strategy-use rubric)

5.
Would you recommend this selection to others to read? State your opinion,  
and support it with reasons. (Team Talk rubric)

6.
Choose a short section of the text that you think is important or especially 
interesting. Tell your teammates why you chose it. Read it aloud smoothly  
and with expression. (fluency rubric)

Read and Respond
Make sure you have a Read and Respond form for next cycle. If you are ready for 
a new selection, choose a text from the classroom library.

Cycle 1: 

Lesson 6

Cycle 1: 

Lesson 7
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Literary Connections Cycle 2

Reading Objective
Analyze the author’s use of word choice and its impact on meaning and tone 
across several works.

The Big Question
“One merit of poetry few persons will deny: it says more and in fewer words than 
prose.” —Voltaire

What do you think Voltaire meant by this?

Reading
“The Raven” stanza 4 to the end of the poem

Team Talk Questions
1. What is the significance of the word nevermore in this poem, and how does 

the author use this word to add to the tone of horror and suspense in the 
poem? Support your answer. (Write) [AC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric) 

2. How does the narrator’s mood change throughout the poem, and what words 
does Poe use to convey these mood changes? Explain, using support from the 
text. [DC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

3. In what ways do the narrator’s actions move the plot and action of the poem 
forward? Explain, using support from the text. [DC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

4. How does Poe structure the poem’s stanzas to add to the suspenseful tone and 
dramatic mood? [AC, RE, DC] (Team Talk rubric)

Read and Respond
Read from your selection for at least twenty minutes each day. Note the page 
numbers that you read on the Read and Respond form. During the cycle, you 
will answer the questions on the form. Your answers will be the basis of the 
homework-reading evaluation that you will present at the end of the cycle.

Bring your Read and Respond form to class each day. Your teacher will spot-check 
forms throughout the cycle.

Cycle 2: 

Lesson 1
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Literary Connections Cycle 2

Reading Objective
Analyze the author’s use of word choice and its impact on meaning and tone 
across several works.

Reading
“The Bells,” parts II–IV, “Annabel Lee,” and “Eldorado”

Team Talk Questions
1. How do the mood and tone of “The Bells” change in parts III and IV, and 

what words does Poe use to help create this mood and tone? (Write) 
[AC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric) 

2. How do the mood and tone of the poems “Annabel Lee” and “Eldorado” differ? 
What specific words does Poe use to communicate these moods? Support your 
answer with information in the text. [AC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

3. What is the subject of part III of “The Bells”? How do you know? [RE, DC, SA] 
(Team Talk rubric)

4. What do you infer happens to the knight at the end of the poem “Eldorado”? 
Why? Explain, using support from the text. [DC, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

5. What is a synonym for ominous? What is an antonym for ominous? [CV]

Read and Respond
Continue to read your selection for at least twenty minutes. Note the page 
numbers that you read on the Read and Respond form. Be sure to bring your 
Read and Respond form to class each day. Your teacher will spot-check forms 
throughout the cycle.

Cycle 2: 

Lesson 2
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Literary Connections Cycle 2

Word Pronunciation Definition Sample Sentence

entreating
(verb)
“The Raven,” 
stanza 3

en-treat-ing
(en-TREET-eng)

asking someone 
in a serious and 
emotional way

I was entreating my friend to help me with 
my homework, since I didn’t understand the 
assignment.

beguiling
(verb)
“The Raven,” 
stanza 8

be-guil-ing
(bih-GAHYL-eng)

attracting or 
luring someone

The parrot was beguiling me with its 
chattering, and my mother finally had to come 
and tell me that it was time to leave.

decorum
(noun)
“The Raven,” 
stanza 8

de-cor-um
(dih-KAWR-uhm)

correct or proper 
behavior that 
shows respect and 
good manners

Classroom decorum involves raising your hand 
and speaking respectfully.

countenance
(noun)
“The Raven,” 
stanza 8

coun-ten-ance
(KOUN-tin-ehnz)

the expression on a 
person’s face

When I came into the house, my mother could 
tell that I was upset by my countenance.

dirges
(noun)
“The Raven,” 
stanza 11

dir-ges
(DUR-jez)

slow songs that 
express sadness 
or sorrow

There were dirges playing at the ceremony in 
remembrance of the tragedies of September 11. 

ominous
(adjective)
“The Raven,” 
stanza 12

om-i-nous
(OM-uh-nuhs)

suggesting that 
something bad 
will happen in 
the future

When we saw the dark, ominous clouds, we 
hurried home before the storm started. 

respite
(noun)
“The Raven,” 
stanza 14

res-pite
(RES-pit)

a period of rest 
or relief

Weekends offer a relaxing respite from 
the pressures of school. 

palpitating
(verb)
“The Bells,” 
part III

palp-i-tat-ing
(PAL-pi-teyt-eng)

beating rapidly 
and strongly

My heart was palpitating in my chest and I was 
sweating profusely after our soccer team ran 
two miles in the August heat. 
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Literary Connections Cycle 2

Reading Objective
Analyze the author’s use of word choice and its impact on meaning and tone 
across several works.

Reading
“Dream-Land” and “Dreams”

Team Talk Questions
1. What is the tone of the poem “Dream-Land,” and what words does Poe use to 

add to this tone? (Write) [AC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

2. How are the moods and tones of the poems “A Dream Within a Dream” and 
“Dreams” similar? What words does Poe use in both poems that add to their 
tones? Support your answer with information from the text. [AC, RE, SA] 
(Team Talk rubric)

3. Is Poe’s “Dream-Land” a place you would want to visit? Why or why not? 
Explain, using support from the text. [RE, AC, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

4. What is a theme of these poems? Support your answer with information from 
the text. [RE, DC, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

5. What word from the vocabulary list belongs in the blank? How do you 
know? [CV]

When I was watching the scary movie, my heart was ________ and I was on the 
edge of my seat!

Read and Respond
Continue to read your selection for at least twenty minutes. On the Read and 
Respond form, note the page numbers that you read. Be sure to bring your 
Read and Respond form to class each day. Your teacher will spot-check forms 
throughout the cycle.

Cycle 2: 

Lesson 3
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Literary Connections Cycle 2

Reading Objective
Analyze the author’s use of word choice and its impact on meaning and tone 
across several works.

Reading
“Lenore”

Team Talk Questions
1. What is the mood of the poem “Lenore,” and what words does Poe use 

to communicate this mood? Support your answer. (Write) [AC, RE, SA] 
(Team Talk rubric) 

2. What are the similarities between the poems “Lenore” and “Annabel Lee”? 
Support your answer with information from the text. [AC, RE, SA] 
(Team Talk rubric)

3. Which words does Poe use to help communicate Guy De Vere’s anger over the 
death of Lenore? [AC, RE, SA] (Team Talk rubric)

4. What does the phrase “broken is the golden bowl” mean in this poem? How 
do you know? [CV] (Team Talk rubric)

5. In which of the following sentences is the word respite used incorrectly? [CV]

A. Even though Tricia’s family wasn’t going anywhere special during 
vacation, Tricia was looking forward to the respite of sleeping in and 
having no plans.

B. Each day for an hour after school, Kal took the opportunity for a respite 
to read a couple chapters from his favorite book.

C. Some people might not think running is relaxing, but Lonna found it to 
be a respite from sitting in a hard chair at a desk all day.

D. Cary was eager to reach the respite of the hectic weekend, when he had 
a basketball tournament, a going-away party, and a family reunion to 
fill up his time.

Read and Respond
Continue to read your selection for at least twenty minutes. On the Read and 
Respond form, note the page numbers that you read. Be sure to bring your 
Read and Respond form to class each day. Your teacher will spot-check forms 
throughout the cycle.

Cycle 2: 

Lesson 4
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Literary Connections Cycle 2

Writing Objective
Choose and quote words, phrases, and dialogue from the text to support 
your point.

Writing Prompt
Review your analysis of the poems “The Raven” and “Dream-Land.” How are the 
moods and tones of the poems similar, and what words or phrases does Poe use in 
both of these poems to convey this feeling in the text? Support your answer with 
words and phrases from the text.

Writer’s Guides 

Writing to Support a Claim with Reasons

Ideas
•  Clearly state a position (claim) and include good reasons that 

support that position.

Organization

•  Begin by stating a position (claim).

•  In the middle, tell supporting reasons.

• End with a closing statement.

Style
•  Use words and phrases that help the audience see how the reasons 

are related to the claim.

Mechanics •  Use correct punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar.

Writing to Inform or Explain

Ideas
• Clearly introduce the topic.

•  Develop the topic with relevant details.

Organization

• Begin by introducing the topic.

•  In the middle, provide facts, examples, or events that help a reader 
understand the information.

•  End with a closing statement that supports the information.

Style

•  Use words and phrases that help a reader understand how the facts 
or events are related.

•  Include details or examples that help a reader make a mind movie.

Mechanics •  Use correct punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar.

Writing a Literary Response

Ideas

•  Make a clear point about an aspect of the literary work such as 
characters, setting, plot, theme, style.

•  Support your point with evidence from the text.

Organization

•  Begin by making a clear point about an aspect of the literary work.

•  In the middle, support your point with examples and evidence from  
the text.

•  End with a closing statement.

Style
•  Choose and quote words, phrases, and dialogue from the text to 

support your point. 

Mechanics •  Use correct punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and grammar.

Read and Respond
Continue to read your selection for at least twenty minutes. On the Read and 
Respond form, note the page numbers that you read. Be sure to bring your 
Read and Respond form to class each day. Your teacher will spot-check forms 
throughout the cycle.

Cycle 2: 

Lesson 5
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Literary Connections Cycle 2

Reading Objective
Analyze the author’s use of word choice and its impact on meaning and tone 
across several works.

Writing Objective
Choose and quote words, phrases, and dialogue from the text to support 
your point.

Read and Respond
Continue to read your selection for at least twenty minutes. On the Read 
and Respond form, note the page numbers that you read. Bring your 
homework-reading selection and Read and Respond form to the next reading 
class. You will prepare a presentation about your homework reading.

Reading Objective
Analyze the author’s use of word choice and its impact on meaning and tone 
across several works.

Read and Respond Questions

1. 
Is your selection informational or literature? Summarize your reading. 
(summary rubric)

2.
Why did you choose this reading? What is your purpose for reading?  
(Team Talk rubric)

3.
Choose a word, phrase, or passage that you did not understand at first.  
How did you figure it out? (strategy-use rubric)

4.
Write down a question that you had or a prediction that you made as you read. 
Were you able to answer or confirm it? Explain. (strategy-use rubric)

5.
Would you recommend this selection to others to read? State your opinion,  
and support it with reasons. (Team Talk rubric)

6.
Choose a short section of the text that you think is important or especially 
interesting. Tell your teammates why you chose it. Read it aloud smoothly  
and with expression. (fluency rubric)

Read and Respond
Make sure you have a Read and Respond form for next cycle. If you are ready for 
a new selection, choose a text from the classroom library.

Cycle 2: 

Lesson 6

Cycle 2: 

Lesson 7
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Literary Connections Cycle 2

6. We were so exhausted after our fi eld trip that our teacher gave us a ________ 
from schoolwork so we could relax for the rest of the day.

Choose the word that belongs in the blank. [CV]

A. respite

B. dirges

C. countenance

D. decorum

7. What is a synonym for the word entreating? What is an antonym for the word 
entreating? [CV]

8. In which of the following sentences is the word countenance used 
incorrectly? [CV]

A. Cora could tell from the baby’s whiney countenance that he was long 
overdue for a nap.

B. Mrs. Akers observed the countenance of Dion’s face and knew she had 
not explained the math problem well.

C. A good comedian watches the overall countenance of the audience to 
judge whether a joke is funny.

D. I could tell by Rudy’s countenance that something was wrong with 
the cake.

9. What is one word that you or your teammates explored in your word power 
journal this cycle? Give the meaning of this word, and then use it in a 
meaningful sentence. [CV]

10. As used in the sentence, “And then there stole into my fancy, like a rich 
musical note, the thought of what sweet rest there must be in the grave,” 
fancy most nearly means— [CV]

A. vest.

B. mind.

C. cell.

D. cloak.

Explain how you fi gured out the meaning of fancy.

Question Codes

[DC]
Make inferences; interpret data; 
draw conclusions.[AA]Analyze an argument.

[SA]
Support an answer; cite 
supporting evidence.[AP]

Identify author’s intent 
or purpose.

[MI]
Identify the main idea that is  
stated or implied. [RE]

Analyze relationships (ideas, 
story elements, text structures).

[CV]Clarify vocabulary.[AC]Author’s craft; literary devices
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Writing a Literary Response

Ideas• Makes a clear point about an aspect of the 
literary work such as characters, setting, plot, 
theme, style

• Supports the point with evidence from the text

0–25 pts.

Organization• Begins by making a clear point about an aspect 
of the literary work

• In the middle, supports the point with examples 
and evidence from the text

• Ends with a closing statement

0–25 pts.

Style• Quotes words, phrases, and dialogue from the 
text to support the point

0–25 pts.

Mechanics• Uses correct punctuation, capitalization, spelling, 
and grammar

0–10 pts.

Writing Objective• Choose and quote words, phrases, and dialogue 
from the text to support your point.

0–15 pts.

Part III. Vocabulary (100 points)

1. Write a meaningful sentence using the word ominous. [CV]

2. The circus performer was ________ me with his magic tricks, so that I couldn’t 
stop watching him, and I missed all the animals.

Choose the word that belongs in the blank. [CV]

A. palpitating

B. ominous

C. entreating

D. beguiling

3. What is a synonym for the word decorum? What is an antonym for the word 
decorum? [CV]

4. In which of the following sentences is the word palpitating used 
incorrectly? [CV]

A. The sight of the tiny spider sent Nabil’s heart palpitating and made the 
color rush from his face.

B. My heart began palpitating as I closed my eyes and relaxed while 
listening to calming music.

C. Everyone in the crowd was so anxious that you could practically hear 
their hearts palpitating in the hushed room.

D. Pia’s heart was palpitating as she stood to give her report, but she took 
a breath to calm down.

5. Write a meaningful sentence using the word dirges. [CV]
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Cycle 2 Test

Literary Connections
Directions: Read “The Sleeper” and answer the following questions on a 
separate piece of paper.

The questions are based on today’s reading, and some of the other poems that 
you read in previous lessons. You may refer to your notes from this cycle.

Part I. Comprehension (100 points)

1. What do you think the phrase “But a waking dream of life and light hath left 
me broken-hearted” from the poem “A Dream” means? Explain, using support 
from the text. [AC, AP, DC]

2. How do the poems “The Sleeper” and “A Dream” create a mood of sadness? 
Use specifi c words and phrases from the text to support your answer. 
[AC, RE, SA]

3. Describe the mood and tone of today’s reading. What words does Poe use to 
create this mood/tone? [AC, RE, SA]

4. Who is “the sleeper” in today’s reading? Explain, using support from the text. 
[RE, DC, SA]

5. What literary tools (special punctuation, varied font types and styles) does 
the author use in today’s reading to add to the tone of the poem? Explain, 
providing support from the text. [AC, RE, SA]

Part II. Writing (100 points)

Write at least one paragraph to answer the following question:

What are the similarities in the theme, mood, and tone of the poems “The 
Sleeper,” “Lenore,” and “Annabel Lee”? Be sure to support your answer with 
words and phrases from the text.

The following guide is used to score part II of the cycle test.



End of Cycle 1 Test
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5. Write a meaningful sentence using the word dissimulation. [CV]

6. Write a meaningful sentence using the word sagacity. [CV]

7. Jacoby knew he would be in for a(n) ________ when his parents got home and 
saw that their favorite vase was missing from the kitchen table.

Choose the word that belongs in the blank. [CV]

A. inquisition

B. dissimulation

C. sagacity

D. gesticulations

8. My mother told us that we should think about what we stand for and our 
________ about the different parties of government since we would be voting 
in a few years.

Choose the word that belongs in the blank. [CV]

A. sagacity

B. gesticulations

C. inquisition

D. suppositions

9. What is one word that you or your teammates explored in your word power 
journal this cycle? Give the meaning of this word, and then use it in a 
meaningful sentence. [CV]

10. As used in “The Tell-Tale Heart” paragraph 3, “So you see he would have 
been a very profound man indeed to suspect that every night, just at twelve, I 
looked in upon him while he slept,” profound most nearly means— [CV]

A. involved.

B. insightful.

C. imaginary.

D. interested.

Explain how you fi gured out the meaning of profound.

Question Codes

[DC]
Make inferences; interpret data; 
draw conclusions.[AA]Analyze an argument.

[SA]
Support an answer; cite 
supporting evidence.[AP]

Identify author’s intent 
or purpose.

[MI]
Identify the main idea that is  
stated or implied. [RE]

Analyze relationships (ideas, 
story elements, text structures).

[CV]Clarify vocabulary.[AC]Author’s craft; literary devices
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Part II. Writing (100 points)

Write at least one paragraph to answer the following question:

Identify a theme of this story, and explain how the narrator’s thoughts help to 
shape this theme throughout the text. Be sure to include words and phrases from 
the text to support your point.

The following guide is used to score part II of the cycle test.

Writing a Literary Response

Ideas• Makes a clear point about an aspect of the 
literary work such as characters, setting, plot, 
theme, style

• Supports the point with evidence from the text

0–25 pts.

Organization• Begins by making a clear point about an aspect 
of the literary work

• In the middle, supports the point with examples 
and evidence from the text

• Ends with a closing statement

0–25 pts.

Style• Quotes words, phrases, and dialogue from the 
text to support the point

0–25 pts.

Mechanics• Uses correct punctuation, capitalization, spelling, 
and grammar

0–10 pts.

Writing Objective• Choose and quote words, phrases, and dialogue 
from the text to support your point.

0–15 pts.

Part III. Vocabulary (100 points)

1. Write a meaningful sentence using the word reposed. [CV]

2. What is a synonym for the word vexed? What is an antonym for the word 
vexed? [CV]

3. Even though I couldn’t hear Simone from across the park, her ________ let me 
know that she had found the tree where our kite was stuck.

Choose the word that belongs in the blank. [CV]

A. suppositions

B. dissimulation

C. gesticulations

D. inquisition

4. The fi remen were ________ to the building where the fi re alarm had gone off.

Choose the word that belongs in the blank. [CV]

A. reposed

B. deputed

C. vexed

D. suppositions
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Cycle 1 Test

Literary Connections
Directions: Read “The Pit and the Pendulum,” paragraph 28 (beginning with “I 
saw that some ten or twelve vibrations...”) to the end of the story, and answer 
the following questions on a separate piece of paper.

Some of the questions are based on today’s reading, and other questions are 
about the text that you read in previous lessons. You may refer to your notes 
from this cycle.

Part I. Comprehension (100 points)

1. In the “Pit and the Pendulum,” how does the narrator react to the new 
confl ict that arises in paragraph 35 (beginning with “As I arose from the 
attempt...”), and how does this reaction help to advance the plot of the story? 
Support your answer with information from the text. [AC, RE, SA]

2. In “The Pit and the Pendulum,” how do the actions of the narrator in 
paragraphs 36 and 37, how do the actions of the narrator help to heighten 
and develop the dramatic climax of the story? Support your answer with 
information from the text. [RE, AC, SA]

3. In addition to the words in the text, what other literary tools (special 
punctuation, varied font types and styles) does the author use in the last four 
paragraphs of “The Pit and the Pendulum” that add to the suspense and 
edge-of-your-seat anticipation for the reader? [AC, RE, SA]

4. Edgar Allan Poe often uses exclamations or single-word sentences, in his 
writing to create a particular mood or tone. What exclamations does Poe use 
in today’s reading that heighten the sense of desperation, dread, and doom 
as the story progresses? Cite specifi c examples from the text in your answer. 
[AC, DC, RE]

5. How is “The Pit and the Pendulum” resolved, and what happens to the 
narrator at the end of the story? Support your answer with information from 
the text. [AC, RE, SA]
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